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Introduction

Hindus and Muslims have lived together in the Indian sub-
continent for more than thirteen centuries. During this period, they had
ample opportunites of studying each other's scriptures, translating
them into mutually comprehensible languages, commenting upon them
in a dispassionate and objective manner and entering into
constructive interfaith dialogue towards mutual understanding and
respect.

Unfortunately, these opportunities were honoured more in missing
than in utilization. Al-Beruni, the great Muslim scientist and historian,
who came to India in the 13" century and stayed on to give and take
knowledge in India, was perhaps the first scholar to write with
empathy of the Hindu religions, and its scriputres, and of Indian
philosophy. During the 13%/14" centuries saints like Nizamuddin Aulia
and poets like Amir Khusraw contributed substantially towards inter-
faith understanding and dialogue. Thereafter, there is a long gap until
the Moghul times. Akbar with his syncretic views encouraged inter-
faith dialogue and many scholars of his court, such as Abul Fazl and
Faizi translated and commented upon the Ramayan and Mahabharat.
Thereafter, we have poets such as Jaisi, Khan Khanan and others
who were real lovers of Indian literature. There was even Abdur
Rahman Chishti who wrote an erudite and sympathetic commentary
called "Haqaiq" on the Bhagwat Gita. There was of course Dara
Shikhoh, the son of Shahjahan who not only encouraged inter-faith
dialogue like his great grand father, but also wrote commentaries on
the Upanishads and other Indian scriptures.

| have not come across any non-Muslim erudite commentary on
the Quran or the Hadees. Europeans and Americans have written and
continue to write profusely on both these subjects, sometimes



objectively but more often with thier own axes to grind. It is therefore
with great happiness and satisfaction that | encountered Rajendra
Kumar Gupta, an eminent product of the best composite culture of
India and a representative of the syncretic tradition establised by our
rishis, sufis and mystic poets. Gupta belongs to the eminent order of
the Ramchandriya-Nagshbandiya mystic order, establised by the joint
inspiration of Mazhar-Jan-e-Janan and Ramchandra, both great
mystics of the 18"/19™" centuries. Gupta has written a passionate
hagiography of the saints of that Order, called "Yogis in Silence", a
book that all those who are interested in the interfaith understanding
between various faiths of India should make it a point to read. He
also wrote two more books called 'Sufism Beyond Religion" and
"Science and Philosophy of Spirituality”. Whatever Gupta writes, he
brings to the subject of sense a great passion and commitment,
which is the hallmark of a sincere man. Even though he belongs to
the civil service of India, dealing with very sensitive and critical
subjects for the country, his devotion to sprituality and his deep
sense of divinity is evidenced from his three writings mentioned
above.

His new venture "Quran Sar", is not, and does not aspire to be a
translation of the Quran. Nor has he undertaken to interpret the Quran
as a whole or word for word. "Quran Sar" is an expression of Gupta's
understanding of the main passages of the Quran, and is meant to
convey to the Hindi reader the essence of the various chapters of the
Quran in easy, day to day language. Two of the great translators
refused to use the term translation of their ventures. One called it
"The meaning”, and the other called it "the interpretation”. Gupta,
likewise, prefers to call his efforts "essence". Such articulation should
convey to those who are coming to read Quran for the first time the
underlying message of of the Holy Book and its emphasis on the
unity of mankind, the validity of the revelation vouchsafed to mankind
before Prophet Muhammad, the ethical laws which govern the

relationship between man and God, man and man, and man and
society.

Gupta has once again contributed with his essence towards an
inter-faith understanding and | hope this "essential* venture would lead
to better appreciation and understanding of the community of ideals
between the two major communities of India, viz. Hindus and
Muslims.

Moosa Raza
Trustee - India Islamic Cultural Centre, and

Former Secretary, Government of India
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Foreword

The present compilation is an attempt to put the essence of the
'Quran’ in poetry form in the language of the common man.
According to the author, R.K. Gupta, a disciple of Nagshbandi Sufi
Master Thakur Ram Singhji of Sanganer (Jaipur), not many people
have read the Quran themeselves. Whatever knowledge of the
Quran they have is acquired from others. The author has, therefore,
attempted to make the present compilation for the common readers
to see for themselves what the Quran says. The author has written
other books such as "Yogis in Silence - The Great Sufi Masters";
Sufism Beyond Religion"; "The Science and Philosophy of
Spirituality”; Prem Pravartak Sufi" and "Sufi Santmat-Darshan aur
Vigyan".

The inspiration to translate the Quran was not a pre-meditated
thought for the author, it occured to him, all of a sudden, as a divine
inspiration in February 2007 and he commenced the work within a
day or two. Although it seemed a herculean task, but with the help
of God the words to convey the meaning of the verses started to
flow. The divine grace can be seen from the fact that the entire
work took less than two months to be completed.

The Quran is the word of God Almighty. The objective of the
Quran is to make man aware of the Creation plan of God. That is,
to tell man that God created him as an eternal creature and divided
his life span into two periods for reward or punishment as merited
by his stay on earth. In the present world of trial, any man or
woman, to be eligible for reward needs to have two qualifications;
one is to acknowledge the Creator and the other is to lead a
principled life, as per the guidelines laid down in the Quran.

The Quran comprises of 114 Surahs or chapters and 6236



Ayats or verses. The author has translated these into 1669 poetic
verses. Making the effort to present the translation in straightforward
sytle, the order of the Surahs and Ayats have been maintained,
although at many places the Ayats have been clubbed together in
an attempt to put their essence in a poetry form.

The Quran has been preserved in its entirety for all time to
come. Although written originally in Arabic, it has been made
accessible, thanks to translations, to those who have no knowledge
of Arabic. While no substitule for the original, translations serve the
signle purpose of spreading the word of God far beyond the Arabic-
speaking people. The present compilation is different from the others
in as much as this translation is in a simple language and in poetry
form, conveying the essence of the divine revelation.

I would like readers to read this compliation for themselves to
find out about the Creation Plan of God as set forth in the Quran.

Wahiduddin Khan
President, Centre for Peace and Spirituality
June 2007
New Delhi, India
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